
MICHIGAN QUARTER HORSE ASSOCIATION 
Meeting of the Board of Directors 

April 15, 2020 
 

President Megan Hirschman called a teleconference meeting of the MQHA Board of Directors to order at 7:00 p.m. The 
following Directors and staff were present on the call:   Heather Coe, Tessa Dalton, Barb Foster, Megan Hirschman, Mike 
Huntoon, Sasha Glover, Austin Gooding, Danielle Lindsay, Monty Montgomery, Denise Morgan, Sarah Switek, Allyson 
Thompson and Kris Woroniecki.   National Directors Christa Baldwin and Kelly Chapman were also on the call. 

AGENDA: Sasha Glover made a motion to approve the agenda as presented. Denise Morgan seconded the motion. Motion 
passed with none opposed. 

REVIEW OF MINUTES:  Danielle Lindsay made a motion to approve the March 10, 2020 Board of Director minutes, the March 
17, 2020 Emergency Meeting of the Board of Directors minutes and the April 1, 2020 Special Meeting of the Board of 
Directors minutes. Mike Huntoon seconded the motion. Motion passed with none opposed.  

REVIEW OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT:   Barb Foster presented the financial statements. She explained that the statements 
reflect the result of the cancellation of the Easter show due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The total assets of the Association as 
of March 31, 2020 are listed at $457,701.12; the total liabilities at $117,569.37 and the total members’ equity is listed at 
$340,131.75. The net income as of the end of March is listed at -$15,242.59 compared to $15,448.49 for the same period in 
2019. Denise Morgan made a motion to accept the March 2020 statement. Mike Huntoon seconded the motion. Motion 
passed with none opposed. The April statements will reflect the cancellation of the MQHYA Spartan Spectacular for the same 
reason. Barb explained that the two girls in the office have been laid off instead of having their hours reduced.  

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Kris Woroniecki presented the checks written report for March 2020. Kris indicated that much of the 
March check detail report was made up of the refunds for Easter. There were checks written totaling $57,272.99 for the 
month. Monty Montgomery made a motion to approve the March check detail report. Austin Gooding seconded the motion. 
Motion passed with none opposed.   

OFFICE REPORT:   Kris shared a thank you note from Team USA for the $250 donation to the team. She also shared a thank 
you note from Peyton Baxter for the donation for Team USA. There was a thank you note from Tiffany Weitzel for the 
donation in Kaleb Weitzel’s memory as well as a letter of recognition from the Barb Smith Suicide Resource Network for the 
contribution from MQHA. MQHA also received recognition from Albion College for the contribution from MQHA for Conrad 
Sindt. The 2020 MQHA Rule Book is updated and online. A copy can be mailed to Directors if requested. Kris stated that the 
two office staff have been laid off.  
 
NATIONAL DIRECTORS:  Christa Baldwin has contacted AQHA on our behalf to request redistribution of the shows that have 
been cancelled. The Executive Committee at AQHA is meeting in two days and she should have an answer from them. She 
said that California and Oklahoma have made similar requests. Christa and Kelly have both reached out to members of the 
Executive Committee to explain the situation. Christa also said that the AQHA Convention had been cancelled for the first 
time ever. The AQHA Committees have been working via teleconference to get the work done that is typically handled during 
the AQHA Convention. Kelly commented that AQHA has not provided the financial report for the Association even though 
their fiscal year closed on September 30. Kris asked about the status of the National Directors.  Megan Hirschman will 
compile a letter requesting a review of the horse population numbers used to determine the number of National Directors 
the state is allowed.  Kris also requested information from the National Directors as to the process of someone applying for 
the position.   
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
 
CONVENTION: Heather Coe stated that she has reached out to the Comfort Inn, Mt. Pleasant to request the contract for the 
2021 Convention.  
 
HARBOR CLASSIC:  The Committee has been busy and had a recent conference call. As a result of the proposed contract for 
the stalls and tent from a new company out of Florida, it became a necessity to raise stall fees slightly.  The new company is 
charging double the cost of the old company.  The discussion with the committee established that the event is better with the 
additional stalls and though the committee was not in favor of bumping the fees, it was necessary to maintain the rest of the 
event.  A request was made to West Michigan Fair Association to consider a drop in fees somewhere.  It was agreed that if 
MQHA took a small hit, the customers took a small hit and the Fair Association take a small hit, no one group would be 



carrying the burden alone.  The showbill has not been released pending the outcome of the decision of the Fair Association 
but will be posted soon.  The awards, sponsorship program and other items will remain intact. There is some thought that 
some of the activities will need to be adjusted depending on the social distancing rules at the point of the show.  The events 
are currently listed as tentative.  Kris also mentioned that the new stalls that were being built for the new barns are complete 
and are waiting transportation to the fairgrounds.   
 
QUEEN:  Kathy Christensen spoke. She said that due to the cancellation of the Easter show, the committee is hoping to hold 
the Queen contest at the Harbor Classic this year.  The saddle is being shipped to Kathy for her to keep until the contest.  
Both girls will go to the Congress representing an association. 
  
STALLION SERVICE SALE:  Austin Gooding stated that there had been a few stallions sold in the last week. There were also 
some questions and concerns about breedings due to the Canadian border closing with COVID-19. It appears as though all of 
the issues have been handled at this point. The blueberry boxes were shipped to the stallion owners recently. Some of the 
committee members have received favorable responses for the gift. 
 
SUMMER SERIES:  Allyson Thompson explained that the Committee is in a holding pattern regarding the show since we are 
not sure if we will be able to run it due to restrictions that are related to COVID-19. 
 
WEBSITE:  Megan Hirschman commended Sasha Glover for his efforts putting the Virtual Horse Show into motion.  He did a 
really nice job making the FB page and setting up the process to enter and upload the information. She asked that the Board 
share the information to get the word out.     
 
YOUTH: Sasha Glover stated that the youth have been steadily busy.  With the cancellation of the Spartan Spectacular, the 
youth have had to decide what to do about the Thayne Miner class. There is currently discussion of holding it at Midland 
during the Summer Series, if the show runs. If it does not, they will need to determine an alternate date and location.  Sasha 
also mentioned a teleconference he was on with AQHA for the youth advisors.  He said the call was very productive.  The 
advisors were given up to date information on the World Show. There is a new process to submit the entries so it no longer 
falls on the advisors and the MQHA office staff to get the entries submitted.  They will be online.  AQHA provided detailed 
answers to questions regarding the show including the rules that still need to be adhered to.  There is concern that the show 
will be even larger than last year, so they are discussing the logistics of that challenge.  Sasha has been posting reminders that 
the Letters of Intent for the MQHYA World Show and NYATT Teams are due postmarked by April 15.  There are currently two 
youth who have requested to hardship into Michigan and one who has asked to leave.  
 
OLD BUSINESS - None 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  Biosecurity. Megan Hirschman asked if any of the Directors would be interested in being part of a task force 
on bio security. With all going on in the world, there will need to have better attention paid to stopping the spread of disease 
for both humans and animals.  She mentioned the stalls at the venues and the fact that they often are not cleaned between 
events.  Monty suggested that some of our membership who are in the health profession be asked to participate on the task 
force as well.  Danielle Lindsay, Sarah Switek and Sasha Glover will sit on the task force and will work to determine if MQHA 
needs to have any policies regarding this and how to move forward with being sure the MQHA Board is kept informed.  
 
A motion to adjourn was made at 8:08 p.m. by unanimous consent. 
 

The next meeting is Tuesday, May 5 at 7 p.m., currently scheduled as a meeting at the MSU Pavilion. 


