
MICHIGAN QUARTER HORSE ASSOCIATION 
Meeting of the Board of Directors 

May 8, 2019 

President Kathy Christensen called a meeting of the MQHA Board of Directors to order at 7:03 p.m. at 
the MSU Pavilion, Classroom A.  The following Directors and staff were present:   Kathy Christensen, 
Heather Coe, Barb Foster, Austin Gooding, Megan Hirschman, Mike Huntoon, Rob Kirkpatrick, Danielle 
Lindsay, Monty Montgomery, Denise Morgan, Allyson Thompson and Kris Woroniecki.  Also present was 
Katherine West, MQHYA President.  Sasha Glover was excused. 

AGENDA:  Megan Hirschman made a motion to approve the agenda.  Allyson Thompson seconded the 
motion. Motion passed with none opposed. 

REVIEW OF MINUTES:  Mike Huntoon made a motion to approve the Tuesday, April 9, 2019 Board of 
Director minutes.  Monty Montgomery seconded the motion. Motion passed with none opposed.   

REVIEW OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT:  Kris Woroniecki explained that the April financial statement 
would not be ready until May 13 due to the timing of the two horse shows at the end of April. The 
journal entries need to be completed. She did indicate that the tax return is complete and will be 
submitted prior to the May 15 deadline.  

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Kris Woroniecki presented the accounts payable as of May 8.    Megan 
Hirschman made a motion to approve the accounts payable report.  Denise Morgan seconded the 
motion. Motion passed with none opposed.   

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:   President Christensen attended both the Easter Eggstravaganza and Spartan 
Spectacular. She stated that she took pictures of the Thayne Miner Memorial Horsemanship class and 
the pictures are on the FB page.  

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Vice President Megan Hirschman mentioned that the two shows that have 
been held seemed to go well. The three day turn around between the shows was difficult for both the 
staff and the exhibitors.    

OFFICE REPORT:  Kris Woroniecki shared a report of misconduct at the Easter show.  Barb Foster made a 

motion that the individuals involved in an issue at Easter be contacted and provided a copy of the 

bullying/harassment policy. Danielle Lindsay seconded the motion. Motion passed with none opposed. 

The letter should allow them an opportunity to respond within 30 days, as well as indicate that this 

reported incident will be kept on file and if there are additional complaints, it could jeopardize their 

relationship with the Association in the future.  

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: Kris Woroniecki explained that the Executive Committee had discussion 

regarding the campsites at Harbor Classic. WMFA is willing to install eleven new campsites prior to the 

Harbor Classic if MQHA could send $5,000 for them to get the project completed. The $5,000 would 

then come off the invoice due for the Harbor.  The executive committee agreed to do this as it is really a 

benefit to MQHA and there is no cost, just a different structure for payment of the facility.   

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

SHOW APPROVAL – The show approval forms and information were sent to the two shows not 

represented by MQHA management.  Kris will stay in touch with them to be sure that there is 

compliance with MQHA show approval requirements.  She also mentioned that Tom Powers is having an 

issue with his show dates over Labor Day. The show is currently pending approval while he tries to get it 

moved. 

CLINICS/OTHER:   Allyson Thompson presented her report.  



Tommy Sheets Harbor Trail Clinic - fliers are out. There are currently five signed up for the clinic.   

February Clinic Ideas – Meeting with Taylor Fabus on 4/18/19.  

Saturday during the day, sometime in the 10-4 block. Friday and Saturday schedules are somewhat 

flexible.  Classroom sessions are not well attended. Interest increases with Michigan trainers. Judges are 

popular teachers. Participating riders are selected by 4H.  A session of what does the judge think could be 

brought back as a classroom session. Volunteers: Mike (Halter), Meggen (Braiding), Troy (WP and tack).  

During a session, mentoring by MQ youth, to a youth or a team of youth. Followed by a competition of 

some sort. For example, if the teaching/mentoring session was on showmanship, then do a class after a 

practice time.  Door prize – a MQHA show, maybe stalling with a mentor. 4H may help with cost.  

CONVENTION:  Heather Coe stated that the contract was received for the 2020 Convention. There has 

been some email correspondence, but nothing more has been done. Kris will get to work on the permit 

required if we want to host a “Vegas” night type of activity. 

EASTER:  Monty Montgomery stated preliminary numbers for the Easter show.  NSBA, AQHA, camping 

and stalls were all up. Monty stated that for 2020, the committee has decided to combine the rookie 

and novice classes and to start the Wednesday trail earlier. There was discussion about the scribing and 

the need for the additional people now that AQHA has mandated scoresheets. The tablet software was 

difficult for the ring crew to get used to and there seemed to be several lapses in time while some of the 

ring stewards worked through issues. It needs to be made mandatory that the new poles be used for 

trail and fence classes with the older set used to fill in where needed.  Monty also stated that we need 

to a better job of resetting a trail pattern as it was practiced, if the pattern is taken down for ring 

grooming.  It isn’t fair and it was a complaint heard that the pattern they were showing was not riding 

the same as the one they had practiced. A committee person should be designated for each MQHA 

event that can work directly with the show manager to resolve these type of issues.  

HARBOR CLASSIC:  Kris Woroniecki stated that the portable stalls and the tent is on order for the event.  

They are scheduled to set up on June 27. Kris will be there to do a walk through once set up is complete.  

We are ordering 10 high point saddles, stamped on both fenders. Need high point small fry. Need 10 

high point reserve gift certificates from someone. The price point last year was $350. Boots, Wire Horse, 

etc. Need something with an online presence for out of state people who might win. Need reserve small 

fry. Headstalls for the third place. We can give one of these ($150) for one of the small fry high point or 

reserve high point awards.  Ordered 11 so we can determine where at another time.  Need to update 

showbill with third place high point award mentioned.  We will do circuit award jackets with a small 

variety to choose from as well as offering a horse sheet option. 1st place prizes to be choice of gumby 

cash or a prize with Harbor and/or MQHA on them for marketing.  To control prizes, maybe use beef 

arena building to give out awards during designated time slots.  Camping - possible addition of 11 

camping spots for our use. We may advance WMFA money to get it completed and reduce Harbor bill by 

same amount.  Exhibitor party - talking to WMFA and be sure they can coordinate the brisket, etc. like 

last year. We will cover the cost of the part and get donations that we will give to WMFA, for their help 

organizing, serving and cleaning up, as in the past.   Welcome sandwiches/chips on Saturday or Sunday 

is still up for discussion. Possibly have coolers with water and some small packages of cookies or snacks 

for Sunday only because of the trail clinic in lieu of the welcome lunch.  Last year we had sunglasses, 

squinchers, frisbees and bubbles. Ideas are being thrown around for other gifts.  Activities – Mexican 

night, bouncy horse race, dog race, silent auction, euchre and other things will be offered. Discussion 

about adding a scavenger hunt for the kids. The princess contest will be on Saturday.  Kris also added 

that currently there are over 400 stall reservations and about 175 camping reservations. 

 

QUEEN:  Kathy Christensen submitted her report: 



The Queen contest was held at the Easter Eggstravaganza this year, on April 19 and 20.  There were 3 

candidates, Kate Clapp, Abby Kuntzleman, and Sydney Dunckel, who were hoping to be crowned the 

2019 MQHA Queen.   The Horsemanship competition was held Friday afternoon, and because this was 

completed so early, and because Sydney had a class on Saturday that she wanted to attend, we did the 

test yet that night.  At around 7pm the ladies feasted on Chick Fill-A, and worked on answering the test 

questions.  The next morning, the Interview took place at 10am.  I would like to thank the Interview 

Judges from MSU, Glenda Weiss, Paula Hitzler, and Jessica Kiesling.  Sydney was able to go first for the 

Interview and then was off to class.  I would like to say thank you to Taylor Fabus for encouraging Paula 

and Jessica to be Interview Judges!  1st place – Kate Clapp 2nd place – Abby Kuntzleman  3rd place – 

Sydney Dunckel.  I am still finalizing a few sponsorships, but initial values are:  Queen gifts and support 

$5,205.00.  1st runner-up $480.00.  2nd Runner-up $355.00.  I would like to say Thank You to these 

sponsors:  Warren, Laurie & Corrine English, Anna Marie & Gary Cooper, Kay Stanek, Millbrook Tack, 

Chris Frantz, Jim & Joni Roth, Mackenzie Kastl, Dee Bailey, Renee’ Holstege, Minae Kroeze, Laurie Zwiers, 

West Family, Heather Werkema-Smith, Peachy Clean, Stephanie Morgan, Brenda Arnold, Christa 

Baldwin, Kris Woroniecki, Corlinda Huffman, Jenn Dolby, Biggby Caledonia, Gracie Cochran & Rhonda 

Zilka, McCarthy-Warda Performance Horses, Morgan Warda & Mike Jennings, Barnes Family, Stephanie 

Cline-Cesarz, Stunning by Deb, Ken & MaryEllen Mumy, Sharon Merchant, and Kathy Christensen. 

1st Runner Up Abby Kuntzleman has been invited to represent Great Lakes Quarter Horse Assoc. as 

Queen and attend the Congress Queen Contest. 

This year I purchased a Queen Banner.  We will be able to use this banner for all future Queen Contests.  

Thank you to Amy Atkinson for designing this banner!  I would also like to say a special Thank you to 

Minae Kroeze for all her help setting up the Queen display, and for her help getting Queen Sponsorships!  

I did order a really nice MQHA Queen sash this year, and custom thank you cards, using the MQ Spur 

Logo, and a picture of the crown and buckle for the front of the card. 

I feel the move of the contest to the Easter show has proven to be a success! 

SPARTAN SPECTACULAR:   Kris presented some preliminary numbers from the show.  The NSBA entries 

were up by 51. The AQHA entries were down 8. Camping was up by 2 and the stalls down by 8. Overall, 

it looks like the show did ok.  The expenses were up in several categories but the final profit and loss will 

be reviewed at the next meeting.  There was a written complaint that the rookie and novice classes 

were combined at the show.   

SUMMER SERIES: Kris stated that there are currently 189 stalls reserved and 88 campsites.  The show is 
progressing, and the committee is down to their last minute jobs. 

WEBSITE:  Kathy Christensen stated that the general store is now up on the website. People can order 
directly with Chris’ Custom Creations.  
 
YOUTH:   Katherine West presented her report for the Youth Association:  

● So far the Youth have had a very successful year. The Easter Egg fundraiser and the class sponsorship 

fundraiser at the Spartan Spectacular did extremely well.  

● We also had 25+ participants in the Thayne Miner Horsemanship class this year. As prizes we gave out 

neck ribbons and embroidered polo wraps to the top ten, a plaque to reserve, and a belt buckle to the 

champion. All participants received t-shirts. The Thayne Miner committee is working on revising the 

rules for the 2020 class  

● Currently, the Youth Board is working on organizing Academic Achievement award prizes, a youth 

newsletter, and Youth World Show team decorations and t-shirts.  



● The Youth World Show letters of intent are due on May 15, and the NYATT letters of intent are due on 

June 15.  

● A raffle fundraiser was suggested.  Megan Hirschman made a motion to allow the youth to hold a 

raffle fundraiser at Ludington. Mike Huntoon seconded the motion. Motion passed with none opposed. 

The office staff will get the application out as soon as possible. 

OLD BUSINESS:   

Horse Show Tracker and tablets- 

Comment from the Board – regardless of whether the show is using the Horse Show Tracker or not, 

there is a need for more announcements so riders can know who is coming up in the order of go. Even if 

it is just that the class is halfway through, or on horse ten of thirty, something more needs to get 

announced during the class.  We can’t assume everyone is on Tracker or is carrying a phone with them 

in the warmup area.   

Regarding the Horse Show Tracker, the Board agreed that it is a nice feature, but they are not sure if it 

worth the cost. Megan Hirschman made a motion to approach EKG about splitting the cost for the 

upcoming Harbor ($350) and the Great Lakes Classic ($250). Rob Kirkpatrick seconded the motion.  

Motion passed with none opposed.  The Tracker will not be utilized for Summer Series or Harvest for 

2019. The board will revisit the issue at the June board meeting based on EKG’s response.   

NEW BUSINESS:   

Trail Patterns –  

Megan Hirschman discussed getting patterns made that include pattern run time and measurements. 

Megan Hirschman made a motion to get a quote from Tim Kimura to make regular and small fry trail 

patterns for Ludington and other shows if we can afford them.  Barb Foster seconded the motion. 

Motion passed with none opposed.  Tim Kimura will be contacted for a quote because no one has any 

idea of what he will charge. Once we get a quote, the Board will follow up at the June meeting with a 

decision of how much can be spent out of the trail fund.  Monty Montgomery made a motion to allow 

the MApHA to use the older rails stored at MSU at no cost for their two August shows provided they will 

paint them.  Rob Kirkpatrick seconded the motion. Motion passed with none opposed.  

 

A motion to adjourn was made at 9:22 p.m. by unanimous consent. 

The next meeting is Tuesday, June 11 at 7 p.m. at the MSU Pavilion. 

  

 

 


